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FROM THE PRESIDENIT OF THE BOARD

l{enry Blackaby, Christian author and evan6;ellst, wrote in his well known Bible
stttdy, Experiencing God, "We should find out where God is working around us and
then join Him in His work." This theology hit nre [n 1999 when my fr iend, Dr. Roger
DerHaven, invited me to join him on a trip to East Africa to visit the Lighthouse for
Christ Eye Center and Mission. During that two week experience, I found that God
was indeed doing a great work at the small mission in Mombasa, and since then, my
lifer has been blessed by my involvement with the Lighthouse for Christ Mission.

\tVhen I speak to others about getting involv,ed with the Lighthouse, I try to describe to
them what makes this mission so unique. There are many medical missions around the
world, and there are many great evangelical organizations. However, there are very few
or1;anizations that do both great medicine ancl great evangelisnr. The Lighthouse
Mission is blessed with three very well trained and skilled Kenyan ophthalmologists and
a hard working staff who each day provide milny with the amazing gift of sight. Our
mirssionaries and pastors are then standing by to guide souls towards a healing of their
"spir i tual bl indness." This combination of great medicine and great ministry is being used
by God to build His Kingdom.

After making three trips to Kenya, in 2010, I finally was able to bring my wife and three
teelnage children along with me. I wanted thern to share with me the joy of doing God's
wcrfk in a place where God was so obviously ilt work. I had concerns about how my
farnily would "plug in" in a medical mission. But God honored our "leap of faith" and
fottnd a way to use each family member's gift:;. My oldest son Andrew came up with a
plern, Lighthouse for Christ Soccer Camp, elnd again, God showed up.

Eiach year we all struggle with where to direct our charitable giving. This year, I
encourage you to give to the Lighthouse for Christ Eye Center and Mission. Looking for
a little "bang for your buck"? Well, how about giving the gift of sight through cataract
surgery for $100, or sponsor an Eye Camp to help us reach those who can't get to
Mombasa for $500, or build a church for $5000. I can promise you that God will use your
gift in His great work at the Lighthouse for Christ Mission, and in the words of Blackaby,
you can ' join Him in His work".

C. Bradley Bowman, M.D
President, Board of Directors
Ligrhthouse for Christ Eye Center and Mission



Many of the children we see as patients
are orplrans due to the high
percentage of HIV/AIDS.

"Bul, God honored our "leap of
faithr" and found a way to use efl,Eh
fiamily member's gifts. My oldes{:
son Andrew came up with a planr,
L.ighrthouse for Ghrist Soccer
Clamp, ond again, God showed up'"
C). Bradley Bowm?n, M.D.
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dream and was led to give his life to Clrrist because he finally
understood that Christ hind died for hinr!
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< KAHOME
Kahonre came to Lighthouse because

he worked as an aid to an older, blind man
named lr{yongo who came for eye surgery.
He is a S6-year-old Muslim man who saw
the Jesu:s Filnn when he brought Ngonye
to the Liglhthouse outreach that came to
their area of Mkomani. The images he saw
on that fi lm really stuck with him. When he
brought lrlgonye to the Lighthouse to have
eye surg(3ry, he stayed overnight in the
patient ward, but he couldn't sleep.

He kept having dreams of Jesus' being
nailed to the cross, and crying for Him.
When he got an opportunity to speak with
the chaplil in the next day, he shared his

< DAm/ilA,
She testifies to an incredible experience at Lighthouse,

being warmly welcomecl by the staff and assisted with a
loving splrit whenever she needed. In fact, when she
arrived at Lighthouse, she could not even walk by herself.
But after trer operation, she is able to see and walk and do
things s[r,n hasn't been able to in years.

When we visited her at her home, she was beaming
because now she can terke care of her mentally challengeld
daughter,
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< KOMORA
Once Komora's parents heard about

Lighthouse doing an outreach in the
Hola district where they live, hours north
of Mombasa, they realized they could
get him the help he so desperately
needed. Now that he has recovered
from his successful double cataract
surgery, he has returned to school. l-le
is repeating the grade because he
missed so much work, but that
disappointment does not compare to the
imrnense joy he has at being able to
see again and return to his life.

Komora's mother, Caroline,
thanks God and Lighthouse for
restoring Komora's sight and
changing all of their l ives.

AMINA >
Amina lived a normal life until a

spark from the small cooking fire hit
her eye and developed into a
cataract.

She had been unable to see well
enough to look at books, play
normally with other children, and was
so sensitive to the sun that she was
unable to play outside at
all. One of the other clinics referred
them to Lighthouse where they found
out they could receive the operation
Amina needed, and it would be
provided for by donors. The relief they felt rvas incredible.

Amina can now see from that injured eye, and no longer experiences
sensitivity to the sun. For the first time, she is looking at books and playing
with toysl



Kernyan boys are captivated during
the Jesus Fllm in Swahil i  at an €,ye
cannp. T'he h(enyans are amazed
thall this Man Jesus speaks thein
language.

DIE)'YOIU I(NOW?
Catanaclts are the leading cause of
curable blindness in Sub-Saharan Africa.



REACHINIG THH UNREACI"i l I I : : I ]  l  f lTH THE GOOD NEWS!

Through a great portable tool from Renr:w Outreach, we are using two
solar projector Jesus Film units. We also show the Jesus Film at all four
of our cl inic locations.

For our particular needs, we use the Viista 1000 that is capable of
showing the Jesus Film to a crowd as large as 1,000 people.

There is no need for power to run this unit as it is charged in the daytime
by folding solar panels. lt can run the smiilll LCD projector, a microphone,
and2large speakers for several hours! A,nd it all fits in a large backpack
type case!

We take one of these units to our weeklly one-day rural eye outreaches in
the bush showing the movie the night befr:re the eye screenings. A typical
showing will bring out the entire villagra! We also pilck it up and take it
with us 12-15 hours away from Mombasa to extended service areas to do
remote cataract eye surgeries.

The second unit is used by our Lighthouse pastors as a means of
evangelism in the outlying small communit ies, many hr:aring a clear Gospel
message for the very first time!
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Frofessions of faith through
0ctober Z 014

Giving the gift of sight is one of the most
cost-effective ways to reduce
povefi, according to the Wortd Heatth
Organiziation.
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* statistics are through October 2014

t.Z MlLL|0N :Mombasa-- l(enya's Znd largest city

1. Mombasa and East Afriq;an coast are predominantly
Muslim-- filled with hurldreds of m<lsques

2. Mombasa's bordering the tndian ocean made it a historical
trading centre with Hinclu religion & temples

3. Kenya's population is made up front oYqr 40 Tribal gnoups-
mainty Kikuyu, Luhya, Kalinfin, Luo and Kamba

4. While Nairobi (capital of'Kenya) is predominatelv christian.
Mombasa is the comPlelte oPPosite

85% OF OUR EYECARE I5 FREE OF CHARGE
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"Ar'r even greater rew'iilrrd is the privilege of meetingl
surch a chiild months fi)r years later in a school
performing well and lknurdly expressing his dream to
become a doctor andl to, also help other children out
of dlarkness." Dr. lbrerl lhim Matendle
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FROM THE MEDICAL
DIREGTOR

Work at the clinic comes with a variety of
patients, most of them very needy. For
some, this is their very first opportunity and
only chance of ever seeing an
ophthalmologist.

Lighthouse for Christ Eye Center in
Mombasa where I have served for over 10
years is an excellent ministry to the needy,
both children and adults.

The situation is often desperate that even
the children blind from cataracts or
glaucoma in the villages have no hope of sight" A life of blindness in Africa means rejection,
no education, poverty, abuse, and early death which to a family is a continuation of the cycle
of poverty in that generation.

As an ophthalmologist, the weekly trips to remote forgotten areas to conduct outreach eye
clinics is equal to my chance at saving and giving Africa a chance. The patients identified in
these outreaches are transported to our campus for treatment. On campus these patients are
given a healthy meal, receive treatment including surgery before being transported back, all
at no cost. The glow of joy in their faces when ttrey see other faces and those of their family
is overwhelming and difficult to describe.

An even greater reward is the privilege of meeting such a child months or years later in a
school performing well and loudly expressing his dream to become a doctor to also help
other children out of darkness.

I know my gifting is to treat patients. God has availed us the opportunity to do what we
need to in order to change the world bit by bit.,All this lovely work is only made possible by
support from our generous donors. Without thart glft of a penny or dollar, we would not have a
ministry to restore vision, give hope, change lifi:, and make it possible for people to even
read the gospel, some for the first time!

Dr. lbrahim Matende
Ophthalmologist, Medical Director.



PASTOR J,Al\/l ES Kln/lON DO

Like many others who don't have strong plarental influence, he was pulled towards
religion to find a place to fit in. He married er young Muslim girl and was strongly
considering becoming a Muslim himself. His w'ife Amina gave birth to a son, and then
.James became very sick. N-le felt that going to the mosque was wrong, so he stopped
going and threw away his wife's robes and heild covering. He started going to the local
church, but Amina was reluctant to go. The flrst time that he heard the gospel, he was
sitruck by how much he needed God. With tears streaming down his face, he went to
Lhe front of the church and accepted Jesus. After 3 months clf James's pleading with his

wife and praying daily for her to make the decision, she
finally accepted Jesus as well and was baptized!

James atterrded Bible school even while he had 4 young
children at l^rome. He worked as a fruit vendor at night,
barely scraprinrg by to provide for his family. Through it
all, God provlded. When lre felt God leading him to be a
pastor, he ar;ked for confirmation, just like Gideon in the
Bible did. Through his pastor's encouragement, James
and his wife went up north to start a little church, and in
faith it grew slowly. He now needs a plot of land which
costs $17,000 so he can build a church for his

i[!l
congregation. He
knows God will be
faithful to provide
and is incredibly
thankful for the
education he has
received through
Lighthouse. His
prayer is that they
will be able to
reach the whole
area of Mtwapa for
Christ and to raise
up young men and
women who
eagerly spread the
Good News.
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Fastor Nicholas of Choni
Church in Kenya truly
understands the needs of
his congregation. Before he
came to know Jeslts, he
was l ike any other Young
man in his town hoPing to
start a family, struggling to
make ends meet with simPle
jobs l ike farming, and
struggling to know where to
turn for help when things got
hard. He became verY sick
about 15 years ago and
went to the only Person that
he thought could helP - the
local witchdoctor. This
"treatment" did not helP and
cost him money. Others often turn to drinking to forget their troubles.

sti l l  badly in need of help, Nicholas heard a preacher on a street corner and gave his

life to the Lord. He saw that his healing and true provision came from God; he and this

young family started living for God!

He helped start a home church, and as it 1;rew, they met under a tree. People in his

areawho were hurting were encouraged by his changed life, and thelr small church

grew and started meeling in a mud structrrre with a thatch roof. His dream is to get a

[tot of land and build a small church whelre tlrere is room for more people to come,

and meet and have their lives changed. l-le l^ras seen so much difference in his own lile

through the education he has received frcrnr ,other Lighthouse pastors. He is excited t<>

,pr*u-d God's Word through local evangelism, discipleship, and continued use of the

Jesus Film which is bringing lost people to Jr:sus every week in these unreached

areas!
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Lighthouse was begun 45 years ago to combine high quality eye care with the

Gospel of Jesus Christ in an area of the world where East meets West. For 31 years,
611 wife Toni and I have continued to overse,cr this work.

lVlost of our patients not only receive grealt ey€l care, but also hear one of our staff
tell of how "Once I was lost and seara;hing, elnd 1.hen I found Jesus." They watch "the
Jesus Film" tel l inE the l i fe and story of Jesus according to Luke from the Bible.
Berfore they leave, they have the opportunity to talk one on one to a counselor who
anrswers questions and leads them to consid,r*r if they might be ready to receive
Jesus as their personal Savior. My goal is to ,cversee this work in order to be sure
thiat costs are low and that the maximum nunnberr of patients receive care.

l ln 1985, we began our Bible School and stmrteld training pastors. Overthe years,
we have trained hundreds of pastors and hr;m,e begun 70 small local churches al l
ov'er southeastern Kenya! Every church ha:s people of many tr ibes and backgrounds
who have turned to Christ! We are comnnittrad to discipling pastors who love the Lord
arrd love His Word!

In this place of great neecl and great opporl:.tnities, you can find the Lighthouse! As
Jersus said in Matthew 9, "when he siew the crowds, he had compassion on them,
bercause they were harassed and helpless, l i l<e sheep without a shepherd." Then he
sarid, "the harvest is plentiful, but the workers; arre few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send outworkers..." Here you f ian make a difference! Yotl can give
sight to a bl ind child or an adult. You can give a Bible or New Testament to a new
berliever. You can assist us to train upl youn(t people and pastors to be disciples and
strudy the Bibler. You can help a small local church move from under a tree to being in
a strong, long-lasting shelter, or movre from er shelter into a permanent church
bu i ld ing .

We are maklng a dlfference, but the harve;rst here is plentiful. Your gift to the
Lighthouse can change l ives!

God bless your,
Tim Ghrist
Mission Director of the Lighthouse for Christ N/ission
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[ ]O Box 8318
'Lyler,  
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Heal lng physlcal  anrf  spini l tuat  b l inciness
the East Coast of  Af  n ica s ince ' {969,
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.JOIN TH]ffi=, STORY
There are a variety of \^/a)/s 1/ou can help to impact the
story of chi ldren, women, rmen, and churches in East

Allrica. Visit www.l ig htNhouseforcl'nrist.org/g ift

-*.*r'**,,1ftqS!


